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2015: Give Someone Something to Celebrate!

We, as Christians, celebrate the birth, 
death and resurrection of Christ. We 
focus on the things He did: calmed 
storms, walked on the water, fed 5,000 
people from only 5 loaves and 2 fishes, 
healed numerous sick people and 
continues to forgive our sins. These 
are incredibly wonderful things to 
know and celebrate, but I want us to 
take a look at what took place in the 
40 days between His resurrection and 
ascension into heaven.

In Matthew 28:18-20 Jesus states, “All 
authority in heaven and on earth has 
been given to me. Therefore go and 
make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and 
teaching them to obey everything I 
have commanded you. And surely I 
am with you always, to the very end 
of the world.” Jesus has now returned 
to heaven and sits at the right hand 
of God. In this statement He tells us 
plainly, “It is now your turn to go to the 
world and make disciples. People need 
to hear the Good News of what I have 
done for them and I am depending on 
YOU to tell them!”

You might think, “He couldn’t be 
talking to me because I’m not 
qualified. That kind of ministry is 
for preachers or evangelists.” Mark 
16:15-18. Jesus said, “Go into all 
the world and preach (or proclaim) 
the gospel to all creation. Whoever 
believes and is baptized will be saved, 
but whoever does not believe will 
be condemned. And these signs will 
accompany those who believe: In my 
name they will drive out demons; they 
will speak in new tongues; they will pick 
up snakes with their hands (meaning 
deal with satanic influenced people); 
and when they drink deadly poison, 
it will not hurt them at all; 
they will place their hands 
on sick people, and they will 
get well.”  Jesus is speaking 
to people who have put 
their trust in Him and last 
time I checked that was you 
and I.

During those 40 days 
between the resurrection 
and His ascension, Jesus 
declared through Matthew, 
Mark, Luke and Acts 1 what 

He expects out of us as believers. He 
went through so much to give us this 
great hope and salvation; isn’t it the 
least we could do to share this Good 
News with as many people as possible? 
The Gospel still works, but it’s only 
able to change lives when we share it. 
If we call ourselves believers, then it is 
our duty and obligation to share the 
hope that is in us and we can share 
with confidence knowing that Jesus 
promised to be with us to the very end.

In Him, Larry Cooke

Larry studying for his weekly services



INMATE LETTER

WELCOME TO WOMEN IN THE WORD!
It is so much fun to dig in to God’s Word and learn from our Creator. When this journey began, I felt led to 
study certain women in the Bible and then I heard a still small voice say, “Start at the beginning.” So let’s start 
our journey at the beginning and dig into women God used in His Word. There will be surprises and a constant 
theme: “There is Mighty in the Messy.” As I have researched the women in God’s Word, I have discovered they 
often showed up in the midst of messy situations. Consider the circumstances of Eve, Sarah, Miriam, Deborah, 
Ester, Rahab, Mary, the woman at the well (who actually has a name) and those ladies responsible for the oil 
in the lanterns. 

I hope you will join me on this adventure of discovering how God used women in His Word. We will uncover 
ways God has used women throughout history to show us: 1) the dilemma 2) the opportunity 3) what went 
well or could have gone better, as well as where He was in every step. He is our very present help in time of 
need. He is the Mighty in our messy!

I look forward to sharing with you next quarter where we will continue to explore women in the Word!

Delighting in Him and His Word,

Debi Tengler, cdtengler@gmail.com MINISTRY NOTES

JUNE
Harris County – 10 Services
Sally’s House – 5 Services
Holiday Unit – 1 Service
Eastham North – 1 Service
Eastham South – 4 Services
Polunski Unit – 3 Services
Star of Hope Mission – 0 
Services
Colorado County Jail – 5 
Services
Bible Study – 2 Services
31 Services

JULY 
Harris County – 8 Services
Sally’s House – 4 Services
Holiday Unit – 0 Services
Eastham North – 1 Service
Eastham South – 5 Services
Polunski Unit – 1 Service
Star of Hope Mission – 1 
Service
Colorado County Jail – 4 
Services
Bible Study – 2 Services
Wedding – 1
27 Services

AUGUST
Harris County – 8 Services
Sally’s House – 4 Services
Holiday Unit – 1 Service
Eastham North – 1 Service
Eastham South – 4 Services
Polunski Unit – 1 Service
Star of Hope Mission – 
1Service
Colorado County Jail – 4 
Services
Bible Study – 2 Services
26 Services

Facebook posts to  
Larry from 2 Sally’s House 
(Salvation Army Women’s 
Recovery Center) graduates:

Hey Mr. Cooke, I just wanted 
to thank you for being so 
instrumental in the lives of us 
Sally’s Girls. God Bless you 
and your wife. I have my own 
apartment now and am in 
membership classes at church. 
I’m loving life!!!

Hi Brother Larry! I was at the 
Sally’s House in 2010 – 2011. 
I just wanted to thank you for 
sharing your messages with us, 
it meant a lot. I have been sober 
5 years TODAY!

I am writing this brief letter to offer deep heartfelt thanks for the daily 

devotional I receive every 3 months. It has always been such a blessing to 

me. I was in county jail in Brazoria C ounty, T X before I came to prison. It 

was in this county that I received clippings of the devotional from a wife 

of another inmate until he started receiving his own devotional. At the 

time I was being used to lead a prayer circle in our tank. I was able to use 

the devotional for the circle. It wasn’t until I came to the Hughes Unit in 

Gatesvil le, T X that I would request a copy to be sent to me. Every morning 

I wake out of sleep at 1:30 am because it is quiet and stil l. I would try to 

force myself back to sleep yet to no prevail. About 2 years ago I started to 

pick up the I T W daily devotional and read it. I would study the scriptures 

and read more, I real ly have learned a lot from it. I enjoy receiving this de-

votional. I could never truly express ful ly how grateful I am for this blessing 

from your ministry. I love you al l.

Thank you so much for being faithful!

God Bless! Be Blessed, Ever Encouraged and Forever Faithful!

With Prayers

ITW has been blessed by our supporters 
with donations to assemble an awesome 

Praise and Worship Team at Eastham Prison 
in the South End Chapel.

Visit www.facebook.com/InTheWordMinistries
In the Word Ministries is a 501(C)3 nonprofit organization.


