
SPRING 2016: COME UP HIGHER

Greetings in the Name of Jesus!
The new year is here and we are excited about what the Lord has planned for us.  
God is good and our expectancy is high! Bring on 2016!

Too many people go through life looking 
in their rearview, focusing on past hurts 
and failures. If we allow shame, pain and 
guilt to be what we focus and filter life’s 
experiences through, we can incorrectly 
think God thinks and sees our lives as we 
do. The Bible tells us in 1 John1:5, “God 
is light and in him there is no darkness 
at all.”  Did you see that? No darkness at 
all! God has no evil thoughts at all, even 
towards you and me.

The story in John 4:4-30 of the Woman 
at the Well is a wonderful example 
of Jesus’ love for us and the way He 
desires to bring us higher and never to 
condemn us. Jesus offered the woman 
at the well living water and told her to 
go get her husband, she replied that she 
didn’t have one. Jesus’ response was, 
“That’s the truth; you had 5 husbands 
and are living with a man now who is 
not your husband.”  Most Christians 
would have been instantly offended and 
have told her to repent and get cleaned 
up or else she is going to hell.  But Jesus, 
even though He knew her lifestyle and 

issues, made her an offer of living water 
and eternal life. He never condemned 
her.  His desire towards man has always 
been and will always be to redeem our 
wretched lives and show us a higher, 
better way to live.

As Christ followers, we should be full of 
light and always looking for people to lift 
higher and out of their darkness. When 
the woman at the well realized she had 
been with Christ the Messiah, she ran 
to town and brought the whole city to 
meet Him. Are we walking in the light as 
He is in the light?  If we are, we can bring 
an entire city to Jesus!

We recently received an incredible 
letter from an inmate at the Polunsky 
Unit in Huntsville. I met Jimmy, who is 
serving 3 life sentences, 13 years ago at 
the Eastham Unit. He reminded me in 
his letter that many years ago I spoke a 
word over him in a service that God was 
calling him to minister and teach His 
word.  He wanted me to know he is doing 
exactly that today. Praise God! Often 
times an inmate who is walking close to 
the Lord, can have more impact in the 
lives of other inmates than a volunteer 

minister because they can shine God’s 
light through their lifestyle daily.  Even 
though Jimmy will never be released 
from prison, he has the joy and peace of 
God working in his life.  Isn’t it amazing 
that through the power and goodness 
of Jesus, no matter how negative our 
environment, we can live a fruitful, 
fulfilled and contented life in Him. I 
challenge each of us to consider viewing 
ourselves and others in the mirror of 
God’s love and light so we are able to 
shine in a dark world. Remember: God’s 
thoughts towards us are good. He loves 
us with an everlasting love that knows 
no end.

In Him,

Larry Cooke

John 10:10 “The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; 
I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.”
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Summer is here and the Word of God is HOT (Holy &  
On Time)! I have been encouraged over the past few 
months at the hunger I have seen for God’s Word. Men and 
women are looking for truth. They want something real and  
something that works. In the middle of the confusion  
and darkness of this world a light is shining, and  
drawing people back to a solid foundation, a place of hope. 
The Word of God is holy and on time (HOT).

Speaking of HOT: John 4 tells us about a desert place 
called Sychar in Samaria, where Jesus was at Jacob’s  
Well and met a woman coming to get water. They had 
a conversation and Jesus explained that he had living  
water and if she drank of it, she would never thirst again. 
Jesus knew that nothing of this world would ever satisfy. 
No matter how much money, pleasure, entertainment, or 
things of this world you get you will always have to come 
back for more. However, when you are filled with the 
Spirit of Truth, the need and desire for things is completely  
satisfied in Christ. If you find yourself in a desert place  
today, ask Jesus into your heart to fill you up – he will  
always satisfy.

When we went into full-time ministry 7 years ago I had no 
idea how God would supply for our needs or how God would 
use us to reach tens of thousands of people each year. Thanks to 
God and your prayerful and financial support, we will hold 

Message from Pastor Larry  over 400 services this year and send out 10,000 quarterly 
devotionals. We have recently started producing short  
videos for Facebook and YouTube to share testimonies of 
what God is doing through the ministry. These things are  
possible because you believe in touching people’s lives 
and that ITW Ministries can make a difference through 
Jesus Christ.

In Mark 16:15, Jesus said, “Go into all the world and 
preach the gospel to every creature.”

Over the last few years we have ministered to men in jail 
and prisons who come from all parts of the world, just  
recently I heard that a man who got saved in federal  
prison and was my interpreter for 2 years went back 
home to southern Mexico and over the last 3 – 4 years 
has brought many family members to Christ and been 
very involved in a church there. He has now been sent 
out from his church as an evangelist. Another man who 
is Chinese, had never heard or believed that there was a 
God, was invited to our services and got saved. We got 
him a Chinese Bible and he plans to share the Gospel 
with his family and friends back in China. We have men 
going back to Central America, South America, Mexico, 
and several countries in Africa. We may not always be 
able to see the big picture and we might think “What can I 
do? I’m just one person.” But if we let God work through 
us, we can touch the world!

Larry Cooke

Into All the World

LARRY COOKE
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Jeremiah 29:17  
“For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, says the Lord, 
thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you a future and a hope.”

Jeremiah 31:3  
“I have loved you with an everlasting love; I have drawn you  
with unfailing kindness.”

INMATE LETTER

Dear Pastor Larry,

I pray you and your family are in good health and in complete peace.  I thank God 

for your services here at the Harris C ounty Jail.  I got saved here in February 

2014.  Since the day I got saved, I have sensed a strong presence with me.  I 

know it’s Jesus Christ.  Like you told us the other day in service, I carry Jesus 

Christ with me al l the time and everywhere I go just like a pregnant woman.  I 

stil l remember your words, I meditate on them and put them in action in my life.

May God bless you and protect you and your family at al l times.

Blessings, D.

MARCH
Harris County – 15 services
Sally’s House – 5 services
Holiday Unit – 1 service
Eastham North – 0 services
Eastham South – 5 services
Polunski Unit – 1 service
Star of Hope Mission –  
1 service
Colorado County Jail –  
4 services
32 Services

APRIL 
Harris County – 12 services
Sally’s House – 4 services
Holiday Unit – 0 services
Eastham North – 0 services
Eastham South – 5 services
Polunski Unit – 1 service
Star of Hope Mission –  
1 service
Colorado County Jail –  
4 services
27 Services

MAY
Harris County – 14 services
Sally’s House – 4 services
Holiday Unit – 1 service
Eastham North – 0 services
Eastham South – 4 services
Polunski Unit – 0 services
Star of Hope Mission –  
0 services
Colorado County Jail –  
5 services
37 Services

MINISTRY NOTES
This year we give thanks to God for 33 years of prison and homeless shelter ministry! 
During most of that time, we also held weekly bible studies. The first 23 years we 
were self-supported, as I worked a full-time job and held services in the evenings 
and on weekends. Ten years ago, God directed me to quit work and begin full time 
ministry. Since then we have averaged 400 services each year. We have lived by 
faith and trusted God to provide by putting it on the heart of His people to give and 
support ITW. Our God is so awesome and amazing! He continues to bring people 
into our lives who want to reach those behind bars who are hopeless and have lost 
everything. We appreciate, more than you know, those of you who continue to give 
to and pray for this ministry.

INMATE LETTER

Visit www.facebook.com/InTheWordMinistries
In the Word Ministries is a 501(C)3 nonprofit organization.

Are you a fan on Facebook? Be a part of the exciting news, 
engaging events, and encouraging words shared everyday.


