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Our 1st annual ITW fundraising banquet, 
Hope for The Captive, in September was 
above and beyond what we expected and 
hoped for. The Salvation Army Harbor Light 
Choir kicked the night off with worship and 
joy in the presence of God. We appreciate 
Fred and Charmaine Smith and the choir 
for helping to make the night so special.
The testimonies were given one after the 
other and we were so touched to see 
what God has done and is doing through 
the ministry of ITW. Many people put 
their time, money and energy into making 
the night extra special. Please indulge 
me because I want to say a heartfelt and 

sincere thank you to Troy, David H, David 
C, Clay, Tim, Gay, Mike, Bob, Keith, Paul, 
Debi, Gennell, Dayna, Cathy, Marilyn, 
Chris, as well as my biggest supporter, my 
wife, Shelle. Thank you also to those who 
helped with printing, videos and staging: 
Jeff, Susan, Gus, Aaron and Dena. Thank 
you to everyone who had a hand in the 
special night.
If you were there and have a testimony of 
how God touched you through the event, 
please write us and let us know. Your input 
is important to us and we like to share 
feedback and testimonies on our website 
and Facebook.

GREETINGS IN THE MIGHTY NAME OF JESUS!

Life is a gift from God, not a random event. 
Not one of us is a mistake. Genesis 4:1 
“Then Adam had intercourse with his 
wife, and she became pregnant. She bore 
a son and said, ‘By the Lord’s help I have 
gotten a son.’ So she named him Cain.” 
Eve recognized that we are created by God 
and have great value to Him. 
God knows every hair on your head. You 
may be in jail, living on the streets, in a bar, 
in the midst of tragedy, living in confusion, 
yet you are valuable and known by your 
Creator. Matthew 10:29-31 “For only a 
penny you can buy two sparrows, yet not 

one sparrow falls to the ground without 
your Father’s consent. As for you, even the 
hairs of your head have all been counted. 
So do not be afraid; you are worth much 
more than many sparrows!” You have so 
much value that God sent His only Son, to 
be tortured and beaten and crucified for 
you and all of humanity, whom He loves. 
Even when we do not see our own worth, 
God does. 
What do you see when you look at the 
people around you each day at the store, 
on the streets, or next door? Have you 
given up on them? God never does, why 
do we?
The reason we go to jails, prisons, 
homeless shelters, drug and alcohol rehab 
centers is that each person there has value 
to God and it is our call from God to show 
them what He sees in them, so that they 

can become all they were created to be.
I will always be thankful to God for Hal 
Schindel, the man who saw worth in my 
life when no one else did. He told me 
the Good News of Jesus Love and the 
transforming power of the Holy Spirit 
many years ago.
As we approach Christmas we want to 
remind you that God’s Gift to all mankind, 
Jesus our Savior, is a gift you can share 
with everyone on your Christmas list. He 
is the Peace, the Joy and the Hope for the 
coming year.  Remember what Jesus said: 
“…give as freely as you have received.” 
 
May this be your best Christmas ever!
 
In His Love,
Larry and Shelle
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Ministry Notes
The Star of Hope is a prime example of what God is doing outside 
the church.  Last month on a Saturday night I preached to about 
400 men, most of who were there merely to get a meal and a bed 
for the night. When I was done with the message, I said, “Okay, 
you have heard the Word and God expects you to respond. The 
altar is open.” It was astonishing to see 52 men get out of their seats 
and make their way down front. Many fell to their knees crying 
out to God. We prayed for them to receive Christ in their 
hearts. In closing, I let the crowd know that if anyone needed 
special prayer, I would be down front to pray and believe with them. 
A line began to form and it took over an hour to pray with all of them.  
This is the kind of hunger we are seeing everywhere we go. God is so 
good and I am thankful for the opportunities to let him shine.

Stay Connected!
Are you a fan on facebook? Be a part of the 
exciting news, engaging events, and encouraging 
words shared everyday. Visit 
www.facebook.com/InTheWordMinistries

In the Word Ministries is a 501(C)3 nonprofi t organization.

June 2013
Federal Detention Center – 8 services
Harris County – 12 services
Sally’s House – 4 services
Holiday Unit – 1 services
Eastham North – 1 service
Eastham South – 4 service
Polunski Unit - 
Star of Hope Mission – 
Colorado County Jail – 4
34 Services

July 2013
Federal Detention Center – 10 services
Harris County – 14 services
Sally’s House – 4 services
Holiday Unit – 1 Service
Eastham North – 1 Service
Eastham South –3 services
Polunski Unit – 2 Service
Star of Hope Mission – 1 Service
Colorado County Jail –5 services
41 Services

May 2013
Federal Detention Center – 8 services
Harris County – 12 services
Sally’s House – 4 services
Holiday Unit –
Eastham North –2 services
Eastham South – 5 services
Polunski Unit – 1 Service
Star of Hope Mission –1 service
Colorado County Jail – 4 services
37 Services

Calendar for In the Word Ministries

Inside the Walls
I got a letter the other day from a man who said he saw me at the 
Polunski Prison Unit ministering recently. He said I looked familiar 
to him, but it took him a little time to remember where he had met 
me before. He said that he recalled that I had ministered to him in the 
Harris County Jail over 20 years ago when he was only 16 years old. 
He said back then he was being tried as an adult and that I told him 
“God is not through with you and he has plan for you. Seek him.”  He 
told me that God has used him to speak the Word of Truth to gang 
members for the last 20 years while he has been in prison.  This man 
wrote to thank me for sharing with him the hope of Christ back then. 
He turned his life around.  He gets out next year. 

John 1:1-4
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God. He was with God in the 
beginning. Through him all things were made; without 
him nothing was made that has been made. In him was 
life, and that life was the light of all mankind.

We love and appreciate you. Thank you for partnering with us, 

Larry Cooke
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Dear Larry,  

Words of thanks to you for all you have done and meant to me during 
my years in prison are hard to find. How does a person say “thank you?” 
Hopefully, you knowing that I am living a successful Christian life today 
because of the working of the ministry while I was on the inside of prison 
walls.  

I lived in Eastham Prison for 15 years. I do not remember when you were 
not there for me year after year. You kept us up to date with your life on 
the outside and that made your ministry personal to us. It made me feel 
as though I belonged to something filled with love. You brought hope into 
our lives.  

As I reflect on the time I had with you, I remember a moment I had with 
you by myself as we were waiting on Sunday School to dismiss. I went 
to prison with hurt and shame that could not be discussed in prison 
with anyone. That day I shared with you my ugliness and what led me to 
prison. It was the 1st time for me to do that. You were so tender and as I 
wept your representation of Christ filled the room with love and for the 
1st time I experienced forgiveness for myself. I carried that moment with 
me the rest of my years there and that moment still has an effect on me, 
even today. 

I hope I am saying thank you by the fact that I have been home 7 years 
and today I instruct an outreach group for ex-prisoners. I receive my 
thanks for the ministry I do when I see someone turn their lives around. 
May you also receive this from me.  

Thank you Larry, from the depths of my heart for you what you have done 
for me.


