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God’s Word is ALIVE, POWERFUL 
and ABLE to set people FREE!

Genesis 1 and 2 states that in the beginning 
God spoke everything into existence. His 
words brought life and it was good.

Revelation 22:13-14 declares that God is 
the Beginning and the End, the Alpha and 
the Omega and that all who do what He 
commands are blessed.

God’s word is amazing. He instructs us to 
listen and obey because He knows it will 
be good for us and we will be blessed.

Jesus told the disciples in Mark 16:15-
16: “Go into all the world and preach the 
gospel to all creation.” He said those who 
believe and are baptized will be saved and 
signs will follow them: they will drive out 
evil spirits, they will speak in new tongues, 
they should not worry about deadly things 
and they will heal the sick. It sounds to me 
like God wants us to be free and blessed 
in Him.

I see a couple things in this scripture:  
#1: we need to be free in order to help 
set others free. When we have Christ in 
our lives and we know how He has freed 
us, we are called to shine as His light in 
this dark world by being the most blessed, 
excited, joyful, satisfied people on the 

planet. When we live a life of obedience 
to God’s Word, abundant life is produced 
in us. #2: We are blessed to be a blessing. 
John 14:12 tells us that we will do even 
greater works.

I remember when God told me He had 
called me to take back the city of Houston 
from the grip of the enemy. It seemed 
like such an impossible task, until He 
reminded me what He did in the wicked 
city of Nineveh in the book of Jonah. 
One man preached a word from God and 
the whole city repented and was spared 
from destruction. Our unbelief and 
disobedience to do what God’s told us to 
do puts limits on how God is able to use 
us. God’s word and promises work and 
are alive. I challenge each of us to take 
the limits off and remember the power in 
listening and obeying God’s Word. 

Recently I prayed for an Iraq veteran 
who had severe nerve damage from an 
explosion. He told me that when he stood 
it felt like needles in his feet. I prayed 
and spoke God’s word over him and he 
stood the rest of the service with no pain. 
I saw him 3 months later and he said he 
continued to be pain-free – Praise God!

I prayed for another man who was 
extremely weak from internal bleeding 

that the doctors had not been able to 
stop. I saw him a month later and he told 
me that he had no issues with bleeding 
since we prayed. 

Last month we had four gang members 
give up their gang ties to follow Jesus. 
How is this possible? Because God’s Word 
is ALIVE, POWERFUL and ABLE to set 
people free!

I count myself blessed to see miracles 
every day. God’s word works. Are you 
working His word? Are you obeying Him? 
The miracles I witness and experience take 
place when I obey Him and do what He 
has called me to. It has nothing to do with 
me other than obedience. It is exciting to 
see the Word of God come alive as we 
speak in faith as the Holy Spirit directs and 
accomplishes exactly what He promised. 

In Him, Larry Cooke

John 10:10 “The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; 
I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.”
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Summer is here and the Word of God is HOT (Holy &  
On Time)! I have been encouraged over the past few 
months at the hunger I have seen for God’s Word. Men and 
women are looking for truth. They want something real and  
something that works. In the middle of the confusion  
and darkness of this world a light is shining, and  
drawing people back to a solid foundation, a place of hope. 
The Word of God is holy and on time (HOT).

Speaking of HOT: John 4 tells us about a desert place 
called Sychar in Samaria, where Jesus was at Jacob’s  
Well and met a woman coming to get water. They had 
a conversation and Jesus explained that he had living  
water and if she drank of it, she would never thirst again. 
Jesus knew that nothing of this world would ever satisfy. 
No matter how much money, pleasure, entertainment, or 
things of this world you get you will always have to come 
back for more. However, when you are filled with the 
Spirit of Truth, the need and desire for things is completely  
satisfied in Christ. If you find yourself in a desert place  
today, ask Jesus into your heart to fill you up – he will  
always satisfy.

When we went into full-time ministry 7 years ago I had no 
idea how God would supply for our needs or how God would 
use us to reach tens of thousands of people each year. Thanks to 
God and your prayerful and financial support, we will hold 

Message from Pastor Larry  over 400 services this year and send out 10,000 quarterly 
devotionals. We have recently started producing short  
videos for Facebook and YouTube to share testimonies of 
what God is doing through the ministry. These things are  
possible because you believe in touching people’s lives 
and that ITW Ministries can make a difference through 
Jesus Christ.

In Mark 16:15, Jesus said, “Go into all the world and 
preach the gospel to every creature.”

Over the last few years we have ministered to men in jail 
and prisons who come from all parts of the world, just  
recently I heard that a man who got saved in federal  
prison and was my interpreter for 2 years went back 
home to southern Mexico and over the last 3 – 4 years 
has brought many family members to Christ and been 
very involved in a church there. He has now been sent 
out from his church as an evangelist. Another man who 
is Chinese, had never heard or believed that there was a 
God, was invited to our services and got saved. We got 
him a Chinese Bible and he plans to share the Gospel 
with his family and friends back in China. We have men 
going back to Central America, South America, Mexico, 
and several countries in Africa. We may not always be 
able to see the big picture and we might think “What can I 
do? I’m just one person.” But if we let God work through 
us, we can touch the world!

Larry Cooke
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INMATE LETTER

We have the wonderful privilege and honor to live for and serve God. He has called us 
to be a living expression of Christ to the world. In Him we live, move and have our being. 
(Acts 17:28) We are Overcomers. We are victorious in Jesus, our Redeemer Friend. We are 
highly favored and anointed by the Holy Spirit to do the will of the Father. 

Dear Chaplain C ooke,

 Hel lo, and Praise God. . . I just have been fol lowing your newsletter by way of mail 

and the Internet updates on your webpage.  I am glad to hear the blessings the Lord 

has poured upon you and In the Word Ministries family.

 Since I left Harris C ounty Jail in 2012, I haven’t heard a preacher teach or speak 

like you.  I truly miss that. As a matter of fact there are several guys who were in the 

county with me who know you and they al l express the same feelings.

 The unit is very excited about God and His Kingdom reigning here on earth until the 

Lord returns.  But, we sure would appreciate you trying to make an appointment to 

come over here to the John Wynne Unit. 

 I would love to hear the story about the smoking Flax, and the story of the blind 

man who was sitting on the roadside listening to Jesus walk up.  When I try to tel l the 

same story, Chaplain, it just doesn’t sound the same.  So please help a few brothers 

out by coming over to the Wynne Unit. 

With Love,  

Brother Sherman

LIVING FOR GOD

SEPTEMBER
Federal Detention Center – 
10 services
Harris County – 9 services
Sally’s House – 6 services
Holiday Unit – 1 service
Eastham North – 0 services
Eastham South – 4 services
Polunski Unit – 1 service
Star of Hope Mission – 0 
services
Colorado County Jail – 4 
services
Bible Study – 2 services
37 Services

OCTOBER 
Federal Detention Center – 
8 services
Harris County – 8 services
Sally’s House – 5 services
Holiday Unit – 0 services
Eastham North – 1 service
Eastham South – 5 services
Polunski Unit – 3 services
Star of Hope Mission – 0 
services
Colorado County Jail – 4 
services
Bible Study – 2 services
36 Services

NOVEMBER
Federal Detention Center – 
8 services
Harris County – 8 services
Sally’s House – 4 services
Holiday Unit – 1 service
Eastham North –1 service
Eastham South – 4 services
Polunski Unit – 1 service
Star of Hope Mission –1 
service
Colorado County Jail – 4 
services
Bible Study – 2 services
34 Services


