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2015: How Big is Your Vision?

We recently traveled across the 
country, from Texas to Oregon, stopping 
often to enjoy the beautiful sites. Our 
destination was Shelle’s family reunion 
in Oregon. We met a lot of nice people, 
with a variety of circumstances and 
ways of life. The experiences we had 
caused me to recognize just how 
beneficial it can be to get out of our 
own little box and routine to see God 
at work in the world. Taking the time 
to watch people and listen to their 
stories makes you realize people are 
much the same no matter where you 
go. It was amazing to see the vastness 
of our beautiful country, from the Great 
Plains and Rocky Mountains to the 
deserts and costal seashores, especially 
coming from a crowded bustling 
city of 7 million people! We traveled 
thousands of uninhabited miles with 
small towns and communities scattered 
throughout. I realized that sometimes 
in our small overpopulated lives, we 
lose sight of the wonder and beauty 
that lies beyond our everyday lives. We 
can become weary, fearful and lose our 
focus on who God is and what He is 
doing in and through His creation.

I was reminded of how sometimes 
in our churches and closed Christian 

communities, we lose sight of the 
vastness of God, His power and glory. 
We tend to focus on the trivial because 
we can’t see outside of our limited 
thinking and vision. A great illustration 
from our trip is when we rode a cog train 
to the top of Pikes Peak and enjoyed an 
amazing view; we could see so far away, 
even into neighboring states. The world 
opened up and became much larger 
to us up there. What if, in the same 
way, we would open the eyes of our 
hearts and allow God to take us higher 
in our relationship with Him? If we will 
do that, I believe we will begin to see 
new horizons and uncharted lands just 
waiting for us to claim for Christ!

In the prison setting, I see an abundance 
of people who are not able to see 
beyond their environment or what 
they have been told to think or feel. 
This is one of the reasons I love the 
privilege we have to take the hope of 
Jesus to prisoners. The Good News of 
Jesus opens a door into the hearts of 
the hopeless and shows them a reality 
beyond the prison walls. Talk about a 
miracle for the men and women who 
encounter a relationship with Christ in 
prison and realize that God’s love and 
forgiveness outshines anything they 

have ever done wrong. 

God is so much bigger than what most 
of us have ever imagined. I pray today 
that you have received inspiration to 
step out and trust our amazing God to 
do BIG things IN and THROUGH you!

In Him, Larry Cooke

Larry ministering during Kingdome 
Life at our home church, RiverStone 
Community Church.



INMATE LETTER

Women in the Word with Debi Tengler:
There is Mighty in the Messy! God sees our messy situations and often uses a woman to be the solution to the 
problem. The reality is: women very often are the ones who show others that God and only God is the mighty, 
most powerful Answer to the messy situations in life. Eve, the first woman, was fashioned by God for Adam. 
Eve was a pioneer; she had no model to follow. The Bible states in Genesis 2:18 that God created Eve because 
it was not good for man to be alone. 

Eve was fashioned from bone. She came from a hard place and only God could take the hardness of bone and 
soften it to show His heart and concern for man. From the beginning God has used women to reveal Himself 
as The Mighty in the Messy. Women represent The Helper in Genesis 2:18. Eve’s name is known as a life-
giver; she brought forth life physically but she also pointed us to the need for a Life-Giver. We need a Savior. 
In our weakness, He is strong. My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness. (2 
Corinthians 12:9-10)

When there is a messy situation in our lives, God wants to reveal Himself as The Mighty One. He will often 
use a woman to show The Mighty in the Messy! Stay tuned next quarter as we discuss Women in the Word: 
Sarai and Hagar.

Delighting in Him and His Word,

Debi, cdtengler@gmail.com MINISTRY NOTES

SEPTEMBER
Harris County 70l – 5 Services 
Harris County 1200 – 10 Services 
Sally’s House – 5 Services 
Holiday Unit – 0 Services 
Eastham North –1 Service 
Eastham South – 4 Services 
Polunski Unit – 2 Services 
Star of Hope Mission –  
0 Services 
Colorado County Jail –  
4 Services
31 Services

OCTOBER 
Harris County 1200 – 8 Services 
Harris County 701 – 4 Services 
Sally’s House – 4 Services 
Holiday Unit – 1 Service 
Eastham North – 0 Service2 
Eastham South – 5 Services 
Polunski Unit – 1Service 
Star of Hope Mission –  
0 Services 
Colorado County Jail –  
4 Services
27 Services

NOVEMBER
Harris County1200 – 8 Services 
Harris County701 – 4 Services 
Sally’s House – 4 Services 
Holiday Unit – 0 Services 
Eastham North –1 Service 
Eastham South – 4 Services 
Polunski Unit – 1 Service 
Star of Hope Mission – 1 Service 
Colorado County Jail –  
5 Services
28 Services

  New  
Opportunities: 
We covet your prayers!

We are praying about these 
opportunities and need God’s 
guidance, please pray with us:

•  Harris County has asked me to 
take on another service

•  Polunski Prison has asked me to 
consider teaching a faith-based 
class in 8 Dorm, which holds 
mostly G5 offenders, which are 
the worst offenders, who have 
not had much Christian input or 
services

Dear Pastor Larry,
I’ve wanted to write this letter for awhile now. I want you to 

know that I am stil l walking with the Lord. I’m at the C offield 

Unit , walking day to day with Jesus. I’m no longer a part of 

the penitentiary crowd. I’m taking col lege classes, attending 

church and about to be moved to a faith-based dorm. I’ve 

become friends here with some Christian men who are on f ire 

for God. We fel lowship and look out for each other. I am under 

parole review right now and when I do leave prison I would like 

to go with you into the prisons to give my testimony and let 

people know that Jesus can change ANYONE! Al l you have to 

do is ask Him into your heart and He wil l transform you from 

the inside out. He did it for me; I talk and walk differently 

now. I care about and have compassion for people. I’m no longer 

angry, but I’m humble before my Lord and Savior. Thank you 

for bringing the Word into Harris C ounty Jail last August, 

because I received it! I look forward to fel lowshipping with you 

and your ministry. 

Thank you Pastor, P hilip
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