
WINTER 2015: Celebrate the King

At Christmas, we celebrate the birth of 
the King of Kings! Our King Jesus ushered 
in a new kingdom where He would rule 
and reign.  This was a spiritual kingdom, 
not the physical kingdom the Jews were 
looking for. They were expecting an actual 
throne in the temple where they were 
accustomed to meeting with God. Sadly, 
many Christians still view the church 
building they attend each week as the 
place they meet with Jesus. Paul wrote in 
1 Corinthians 3:16 “Don’t you know that 

2015 Banquet
We held our 3rd Annual In the Word Ministries Banquet in September. 
It was such a special night filled with praise and testimonies honoring 
our God. The Salvation Army Harbor Light Choir sang for us and what 
a treat that was! We had several people give testimonies of how ITW 
has impacted their lives through sharing the hope of the Gospel. We 
shared ministry information and statistics, as well as testimonies of 

the powerful healings we have seen this year. The banquet 
was a great success and there were many who supported 
the ministry with their giving. Our amazing board 
members did so much to make the evening meaningful 
and enjoyable for everyone. We appreciate each of you 
more than you know.

you yourselves are God’s temple and that 
God’s Spirit dwells in you?” This is the 
Good News! God is not far off from us; 
He wants us to find Him. “He has chosen 
to make known the glorious riches of this 
mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope 
of glory.” (1 Colossians 1:27) We are the 
Church and Jesus lives in us! Oh what a 
celebration we should have when we are 
together! We hope you have a very Merry 
Christmas, 

Larry and Shel le C ooke

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!



DECEMBER
Harris County 70l – 5 
Services 
Harris County 1200 – 10 
Services
Sally’s House – 5 Services
Holiday Unit – 0 Services
Eastham North – 0 Services
Eastham South – 5 Services
Polunski Unit – 1 Service
Star of Hope Mission – 1 
Service 
Colorado County Jail – 4 
Services
31 Services

JANUARY 
Harris County 1200 – 8 
Services
Harris County 701 – 4 
Services
Sally’s House – 4 Services
Holiday Unit – 1 Service
Eastham North – 0 Services
Eastham South – 5 Services
Polunski Unit – 1 Service
Star of Hope Mission – 0 
Services
Colorado County Jail – 4 
Services
27 Services

FEBRUARY
Harris County 1200 – 8 
Services
Harris County 701 – 4 
Services
Sally’s House – 4 Services
Holiday Unit – 1 Service
Eastham North – 1 Service
Eastham South – 4 Services
Polunski Unit – 1 Service
Star of Hope Mission – 1 
Service
Colorado County Jail – 5 
Services 
29 Services

MINISTRY NOTES
We held a baptism service at Eastham Prison a few weeks ago where 17 men made a decision 
to bury the old man and be raised a new man in Christ. It was an extremely powerful and 
moving service. A few weeks ago at the Harris County Jail as I was just beginning the service, 
a fight broke out and immediately at least 20 men stepped in front of me to protect me and 
get me safely out of the room. Talk about God’s Angels! It was a reminder of how violent of 
a place we minister. Please keep us in your prayers. 

Ray Daniels, a former prisoner at Eastham Prison, 
goes with me often to minister to those who are 
hungry to hear the Good News of Jesus at Eastham 
Prison.  Keith Odom, ministers with me at the 
Holiday Unit, a prison he spent some time at years 
ago. I started a ministry at the Colorado County 
Jail over 14 years ago providing devotionals and 
church services on Monday nights and for the last 
4 years Larry Austin has stepped up and faithfully 
continued providing the devotionals and services. 

I am so proud of these men for their willingness 
to be faithful and give back, just as they received. 
A former Texas Bible Institute student, whom I’ve 
known since I taught at TBI several years ago, goes 
with me to Sally’s House in Houston. Shayla Berry 
Crow has such a passion for the ladies at Sally’s 
House and I love to see her fire for Jesus as she 
serves the women there. It is a true blessing to 
have each of these serving alongside us.

FYI: Recognizing and honoring  
those who minister with ITW:

INMATE LETTER

Visit www.facebook.com/InTheWordMinistries
In the Word Ministries is a 501(C)3 nonprofit organization.

Are you a fan on Facebook? Be a part of the exciting news, 
engaging events, and encouraging words shared everyday.

Dear Pastor Larry,

I am at the Harris C ounty Jail. I gave my life 

to Jesus about 2 years ago. As time passed I 

took the wrong fork in the road and began going 

downhil l. Then one day, I got a DW I and thank 

God I didn’t hurt anyone.  I was sitting in the 

day room and picked up one of your devotionals, I 

have been reading it and the Bible every day.  I 

have found Jesus again.  I wanted to write this 

letter to you to say thank you! P.S. The word for 

today is HOP E. God Bless You, Gil bert

Christmas with all  
the Trimmings
By Larry Cooke

Trees with lights, music and more
Going shopping from store to store
The weather is cooler and carolers try to keep warm
While others decorate houses in a snow storm
TVs and movies show Christmas delights
Family and friends sit by the fireplace bright
Christmas cards, bells and ribbon-wrapped gifts
Churches with mangers give us a lift
While delivering packages to bless a friend
We think of sleighs, reindeer and red-dressed men
With all the excitement and mistletoe too
I almost forgot a gift for you!
All this is possible because of Calvary
The day You decorated a Tree
With red blood flowing you hung there without a sound
Yet on this silent night you wear a crown
So to You this Christmas a gift I bring
Of Love, Worship and Praise to You, My King!


